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Introduction 


Historically, questions loom large, and largely without definitive answers, in 
regard to the end times (eschatology): “How and when will it all wind up?” There 
is no shortage of answer-offerings about this and related questions. However, no 
final word has, as of yet, been accepted on a wholesale scale. Expectations other¬ 
wise only prove disappointing. 

It is not the purpose of this writing to offer any new ideas or speculations to 
the study of this subject. Rather, efforts are geared toward a summation of the key 
elements which have been used in addressing the topic throughout the history of 
the Christian Church. It is possible that the information herein provided will 
mention new slants or ways of looking at each component of eschatology, 
especially since some of the readers may have only a minimal awareness of what 
has been set forth by numerous writers for centuries. For others, however, it may 
stimulate new investigation into what has been known for quite some time or, at 
the very least, to provide motivation and/or structure for teaching or assisting 
others in a vigorous study of this portion of the Word of God. 

As is seen in the name of this work, it is divided into three main sections: 
eschatology — the second coming (although not an expression found in the New Testa¬ 
ment, it traditionally denotes the coming of Christ again at the end of the age: cp. Heb. 9:28) — 
the millennium. Each section is further subdivided into reference points to assist 
in locating and discussing, in person or remotely, the various facets of the sections. 
There is no hierarchy to the reference points - just differentiation. 

The present writer seeks to set forth objective data about this subject and 
does not present his personal viewpoints on any phase of it. For expanded ex¬ 
ploration, please consult the works noted under Select Bibliography at the end of 
this paper. 
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Biblical Perspectives: 

Eschatology, the Second Coming, and the Millennium 
Eschatology (Reference Points 1-8) 

1. The Bible (OT and NT) is concerned with God’s redemption of people from sin 
and its destructive nature. 

2. Christianity offers people a past deliverance from the guilt, bondage, and 
penalty of sin; a present deliverance from the dominion and power of sin; and a 
future deliverance from the very presence of sin. 

3. Salvation or deliverance from sin, therefore, will only be completed in the 
future. 

4. As “the study of last things” in relationship to this salvation, eschatology is not 
only related to salvation but also a vital, integral part of salvation. Once again, our 
salvation will only be completed in the future or eschaton. 

5. In fact, the entire Bible is eschatological. After all, it presents human history 
under the direction of God being moved toward an eschaton or final goal: i.e., final 
salvation for those who know God and final judgment for those who know not 
God. 

6. From this eschatological angle, therefore, God is seen at the beginning of 
history, above it yet working within it, and moving history toward His ultimate 
end/goal. In this sense, then, the study of last things (eschatology) is not 
something simply tacked on as a conclusion, but is a vital part of the entire process 
of deliverance from sin. 

7. Our relationship to God in the future life is a continuation and outgrowth of our 
relation to Him in the present life. It is extremely important, therefore, that we be 
born again into the kingdom of God in this life if we ever hope to be part of the 
kingdom of God in the next life. 

8. Eschatology, therefore, has both a present and a future ring to it. The present 
aspect is called “realized eschatology. ” This means that the kingdom or kingship 
of God has already been partially realized. In Mark 1:15, for example, Jesus 
preached the gospel of God, saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
is at hand.” In Matthew 12:28, Jesus explained the significance of exorcisms this 
way: “But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has 
come upon you.” In Luke 17:21, Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is within you/in 
your midst.” And what might be a disappointing passage to some people is that 
found in Romans 14:17: “for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” There are numerous other 
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passages (Matthew 11:11; Luke 16:16, for example) which focus on this “realized” 
aspect of eschatology. Suffice it to say, though, that when the Word became flesh 
in the person of Jesus of Nazareth, the kingdom or rule of God was perfectly 
“realized” in His words and works. 

The Second Coming or Parousia (Reference Points 9-26) 

9. However, to say that the kingdom of God has come is not to deny that it is yet 
to come. It has come in the past but it is yet to come in its fullness in the future. 
After all, the incarnation of the Son of God in the flesh in the past was not the last 
manifestation of the Son of God in the flesh to people on this earth. There will be 
another manifestation when Jesus comes again. 

10. When you think about it, it only makes sense that He comes again. Just think 
for a minute: Christianity began with an actual, historical incarnation or taking on 
the form of a human being with the birth of the babe in Bethlehem; it continued 
with an actual, historical life of many marvelous words, works, and wonders in His 
earthly ministry; it continued with an actual, historical atoning death on Golgotha 
or Calvary for the sins of the world; it continued with an actual, historical resur¬ 
rection from the dead as evidence of God the Father’s stamp of approval and 
vindication of His sacrificial death; and it only makes sense that Christianity will 
culminate with an actual, historical second coming of that same Christ to planet 
earth. 

11. His personal return to this earth is clearly a Christian concept that is both 
rational and a record of revelation. If Christianity is a historical reality, then the 
consummation of Christianity on earth is best expressed in terms of history. 

12. The Second Coming of Jesus Christ to earth is the inevitable historical 
sequence of His first coming to earth. The two are inseparably linked. Hebrews 
9:28 puts it this way: “so Christ also, having been offered once [on earth, that is] to 
bear the sins of many, shall appear a second time for salvation without reference to 
sin, to those who eagerly await Him” (NAS). 

13. In the words of the hymn, “Marvelous message we bring, Glorious carol we 
sing, Wonderful word of the King: Jesus is coming again! Forest and flower 
exclaim, Mountain and meadow the same, All earth and heaven proclaim: Jesus is 
coming again! Standing before Him at last, Trial and trouble all past, Crowns at 
His feet we will cast: Jesus is coming again! Coming again, Coming again; 
Maybe morning, maybe noon, Maybe evening and maybe soon! O what a 
wonderful day it will be! Jesus is coming again!” 

14. In the 24th chapter of Matthew, Jesus spoke of the signs of His future coming; 
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of His sudden appearance in glory; and of the startling effect this would have on 
those who dwell upon the earth. 

15. And yet in verses 48 and 49, Jesus recognized the element of ‘delay’ in His 
return. In Matthew 25:5, Jesus spoke of the “bridegroom tarrying,” and in 25:19, 
He spoke of the Lord coming after “a long time.” 

16. Other passages: Matthew 16:28; 24:36-40; 26:64; Mark 13:26; 14:62; Luke 
21:27; John 14:3, 18-20,28; 16:16, 22; 21:22; Acts 1:11; I Corinthians 1:7; 15:23; 

I Thessalonians 2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 5:23; II Thess. 2:1,8; Heb. 9:28; James 5:7,8; 

II Peter 3:4; I John 2:28. 

17. It will be a personal appearance. In Mark 8:38, Jesus said, “For whoever is 
ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of 
Man will also be ashamed of Him when He comes in the glory of His Father with 
the holy angels.” Acts 1:11: “This same Jesus, who has been taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into 
heaven.” I Thess. 4:16: “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first.” Hebrews 9:28: “so Christ also . . . shall appear a second 
time for salvation, without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him "{not 
it}. 

18. It will be a powerful and glorious appearance. Titus 2:13: “the appearing of 
the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ.” Matthew 25:31: “in His 
glory, and all the angels with Him.” Matthew 16:27: “in the glory of His Father.” 

19. It will be an instantaneous and unexpected coming. Matthew 24:27, 36-42; 

I Thess. 5:2; Rev. 16:15. 

20. It is clear that Jesus did visual an end to history, and a final judgment: 

Matthew 7:22; 10:15; ll:21-24/Luke 10:12-15; Matthew 12:36, 41-42/Luke 
11:31-32. A final separation between the saved and the lost is set forth in 
Matthew 8:11-12; 13:24-30, 36-43, 47-50; 25:31-46. 

21. Jesus also expected that there would be a time on earth when His disciples 
would have to go about their work without His visible presence. This would be a 
time of fasting, the bridegroom having been taken away (Mark 2:20), and also a 
time of joyous remembrance, celebrated through the Lord’s Supper (Luke 22:17- 
20; I Cor. 11:24-26). 

22. The fact that the parousia as a visible return of Jesus to earth did not take 
place within the first generation posed some problems for the early Christians. At 
Thessalonica, for example, some of the Christians could think of nothing else than 
an imminent return of the Lord (I Thess. 4:13-5:11; II Thess. 2:1-2). II Pt. 3:4 
deals with mockers. 
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23. Jesus referred to “the end” in a warning to the disciples not to be misled by 
false prophets or false messiahs and not to mistake “wars and rumors of wars” for 
signs of the end, “ but the end is not yet” (Mark 13:7; Luke 21:9; Matthew 24:6). 

24. Paul spoke of the resurrection of the people of Christ at His parousia, adding 
“after that the end” (I Corinthians 15:24). Thus Paul wrote that “the end” is 
reached when death as the last enemy is overcome in the resurrection of those who 
are in Christ (I Cor. 15:22-26). 

25. The “time” of Christ’s second coming is represented in the NT as unknown and 
unknowable. Christ declared that He Himself did not know when it would be 
(Mark 13:32; Matthew 24:36). Jesus rebuked His disciples, just before His 
ascension, for questioning Him again about this matter (Acts 1:7). 

26. Paul wrote to the Philippians, “the Lord is at hand” (4:5). In Rev. 1:3, Jesus 
said, “the time is at hand.” In Rev. 3:11, 22:7, 12, 20, He said, “I come quickly.” 
But that the expressions were not intended to imply an “early” coming is evident 
from the fact that His second coming has been delayed over 2000 years. 

Millennialism 

The word millennium is not mentioned in the NT but is derived from the 
Latin words: mille “thousand” and annus “year.” In the NT, the word that is 
translated “thousand” is chilioi, from which we get the English word chiliasm, “the 
teaching that Christ will return to earth to reign for a thousand years.” Outside of 
the book of Revelation (11:3; 12:6; 14:20; 20:2,3,4,5,6,7), the word chilioi is found 
only in II Peter 3:8. 

The teaching about the mi llennium is, therefore, found only in Rev.20, and 
the understandings about the meaning of this passage are varied. For the continued 
purpose of this study, we will be looking at some of the major teachings with the 
three main classification of understandings. In turn, they are amillennialism, 
postmillennialism, and premillennialism. 

Amillennialism (Reference Points 1-25) 

1. The term amillennialism is a bit unfortunate and misleading in one sense 
because it literally means “no millennium.” Some, therefore, have falsely 
concluded that amillennialism discards the teaching of Revelation 20 and disdains 
the integrity and authority of the Bible. Nothing could be further from the truth. 

2. It has been suggested by some, therefore, that the name be changed from 
“a mi llennialism” to “realized or biblical millennialism.” The reason for this will 
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become apparent as we conduct this overview of its teachings. 

3. Some of the men who have believed and taught this understanding throughout 
Christian history are: Origen, one of the Church Fathers who died about 253-254 
A.D.; Jerome, a Latin Church Father (340-420 A.D.); Augustine (354-430A.D.); 
the Reformation leaders Martin Luther, Philip Melancthon, Ulrich Zwingli, John 
Knox, John Calvin, just to mention a few; William Hendriksen, Augustus Strong, 
David Brown, Charles Hodge, Louis Berkhof, Floyd Hamilton, Albertus Pieters, 
Geerhardus Vos, Abraham Kuyper, James Snowden, William Rutgers, Edward 
McDowell, Ray Summers, Hershel Hobbs, and many more, who were men of 
unquestioned Christian conversion, unquestioned sincerity, and unquestioned 
ability. In case some of these names are not that familiar to you, rest assured these 
were serious-minded, Bible believing people. It is clear, therefore, that 
amillennialism is as old as the Christian church. It is not some modern innovation 
desperately tossed out by some disgruntled liberal theologians who think they 
know more than God does! 

4. Furthermore, amillennialism exists in all denominations. Most, if not all, of the 
historic church confessions and creeds contain this teaching. However, while 
amillennialism is clearly linked with some outstanding personages in Christian 
history, the ultimate authority for this teaching is the Bible itself. Amillenarians 
accept the entire Bible as the Spirit-inspired, infallible Word of God 

5. So, what exactly is amillennialism ? Is there a biblical basis for it? How does 
this position differ from the other two? 

6. First of all, before going into more specifics, let me give a brief general 
summary of this position: Amillennialism says that the book of Revelation is 
highly symbolic and figurative and that reference to the thousand years in chapter 
20 does not refer to a literal, physical reign of Christ on the earth; that Satan was 
bound at the first coming of Christ and that the present age between the first and 
second coming of Christ is the millennium. Adherents of this position, however, 
differ as to whether the mi llennium is being fulfilled now with the saints reigning 
on earth or whether it is being fulfilled now with the saints reigning in heaven. 
They do not deny that Christ will reign over His saints on the earth, they just differ 
with the pre- and post-millenarians as to when and where it will be. Thus, 
amillenarians reject a literal, earthly, materialistic millennium as being contrary to 
the teachings of the Bible. 

7. Amillenarians look on the Bible as a unit which contains no contradictions. 
They, therefore, believe that the book of Revelation says, symbolically, what the 
rest of the NT says literally or in clear language. And the 20th chapter of this 
symbolic book can be no exception. After all, the one thousand year period is 
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mentioned only in that chapter. So, amillenarians take Rev. 20 as a symbolic 
picture of the interadvent period . They believe that the expression “a thousand 
years” denotes a complete period of time, the length of which is known only by 
God. They believe that, in this 20th chapter, John recapitulates or summarizes 
what he has already covered in the previous chapters. In other words, in the entire 
book of Revelation, John records seven visions dealing with the entire interadvent 
period and closes out, in chapters 21 and 22, with the eternal state. This is why 
amillenarians find no scriptural basis for a literal thousand year period between the 
second advent and the eternal state. 

8. Amillenarians believe that entrance to the on-going millennium is gained solely 
through the new birth, and that John refers to this as “the first resurrection.” This is 
based on other places in the NT where the new birth is referred to specifically as a 
resurrection: Ephesians 2:1,5,6 and Colossians 2:13; 3:1. The amillenarians cannot 
conceive of more than one “first” resurrection or that there will be more than one 
“last” trump. Therefore, a mi llenarians believe that every person who is genuinely 
born again immediately becomes a child of the King and immediately begins an 
eternal reign with that King, and that the present phase of that reign is a foretaste of 
what lies beyond the second coming and the ushering in of the eternal state. 

9. Amillenarians believe that God has one eternal plan of salvation. OT saints 
were saved by looking forward to the cross of Christ, while all others who are 
saved - or ever will be saved - must look backward to the cross of Christ. All fall 
under the same plan of redemption which is based on the finished work of Calvary 
or Golgotha. Salvation has never been by the works of the Law (Gal. 3:16, 21-29) 
and never will. All people, Jew and Gentile alike, stand in need of salvation. 
Salvation is to sin what medical cure is to disease. 

10. Amillenarians believe in two aspects of the one true Church - the visible and 
the invisible. The church is clearly mentioned in both testaments. National Israel 
was the type while the church is the antitype (something represented by an earlier 
type). The faithful remnant within Israel was the true church of the OT (Rm. 9:6- 
8). OT prophecies about the people of God were fulfilled in the new covenant 
church. Rom. 9-11 — Gal. 6:16 

11. Jesus ushered in the new manifestation of the church. Taking the faithful 
remnant of national Israel as a nucleus, He built His church upon the foundation of 
the prophets and apostles, Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone. The church 
is the body of Christ, and is, therefore, the very fullness of God (Eph. 1:23). 

12. All promises to national Israel have been either fulfilled in the church or 
invalidated through unbelief. Any unfulfilled spiritual promises will be fulfilled 
through the church, and will, therefore, involve all the saved - Jew and Gentile. 
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Some amillenarians believe there will be a future regathering of national Israel 
which will take place within the history of this present age, and that this remnant 
will be gathered into the Christian church. Amillenarians reject any idea of 
separate destinies for Israel and the church (as seen in dispensationalism).. 

13. According to amillenarian teaching, two ages are set forth in the Bible. These 
are the present age and the age to come/final state. The Scriptures neither teach 
nor allow an interim period between these two ages. The first advent ushered in 
“the last days” (Acts 2:17; II Tim. 3:1; Hebrews 1:2; Jms. 5:3; I Pt. 5:20; II Pt. 
3:3), for which “the last day” (Jn. 6:39, 40, 44, 54; 11:24; I Pt. 1:5; I Jn. 2:8, 18; 
Jude 18) is still in the future. I.e., Jesus set eschatology in motion. He bound 
Satan. The millennium, though not a Biblical term, is a way of referring to this 
present age. The millennium began at the first advent and will be completed at the 
second coming of Christ. During this millennial age, Christ is reigning in the 
hearts of His people both on earth and in heaven. Christ has overcome Satan and 
the world (Matthew 28:18; Ephesians l:20-21;6:ll-20; Colossians 2:15; I Tim. 
6:15; II Tim. 2:11,12; I Pt. 3:22; Rev. 2:26,27). 

14. Although bound, Satan still goes about like a roaring lion seeking someone to 
devour (I Pt. 5:8). The chain with which he is bound is a long one, allowing him 
much freedom. Amillenarians find no contradiction between the fact that Satan is 
“bound,” yet at the same time able to create havoc on the earth. Revelation 20 
states that Satan is bound in one aspect of his power: “that he should deceive the 
nations no more” (v.3). John neither says nor implies that Satan is immobilized. 

15. Satan will be loosed near the end of time, and will lead a final, bitter assault 
against the church. The church will go through tribulation (Jn. 16:33), which has 
already begun, but will grow progressively worse until the man of sin /antichrist 
himself is revealed. Christ’s second coming will put down the man of sin and will 
cast him into the lake of fire, where he will spend eternity with all his followers. 

16. Well, is the world getting better or worse? Postmillenarians say it is getting 
better, and that the preaching of the gospel will eventually see most of the world 
converted, thus ushering in an earthly mi llennium before the second coming. 
Premillenarians , along with the amillenarians, believe the world is growing 
increasingly worse, and that it will be at its very worst when Jesus returns. 
Amillenarians believe this growth will culminate with the appearance of the 
antichrist/man of sin in the very end time of the present church age. 

17. When it looks as though the man of sin actually will overcome the people of 
God, Christ will come on the scene and the devil will be cast eternally into the lake 
of fire. At this second coming of Christ - which will be a literal, visible, bodily 
coming, in which every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord 
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- a number of scriptures will be fulfilled simultaneously. A. All the graves will be 
opened; B. All saints living at that time, along with all who have died in the Lord, 
will be given new spiritual bodies. C. All saints will be raptured together to meet 
the Lord in the air for the purpose of escorting their King to the earth. D. This 
general resurrection then will be followed by a general judgment, in which the 
saints will take part because of their standing in Christ; the great separation of Mt. 
25 will take place. E. Believers will be judged as to their rewards. Because of 
their part in the first resurrection/new birth, the second death will have no power 
over them. F. The wicked, Jew and Gentile alike, will be judged and cast into the 
lake of fire/second death. G. The earth will be cleansed of all sin; Paradise Lost 
will become Paradise Regained. H. God the Son will turn the perfected kingdom 
over to God the Father so that God may be all in all (I Cor. 15:27-28); the eternal 
state will be ushered in. I. At the sound of the trumpet, which signals the second 
coming of Christ, all destinies are eternally sealed, the day of salvation closes, and 
every person who has rejected Christ until that point in time (be he Jew or Gentile) 
will spend eternity in hell, while every believer of every generation will enjoy 
eternity as a member of the one body of Christ. J. Because of their standing in 
Christ, the saints will reign throughout eternity in the new heaven and new earth. 
Temporal space barriers will have disappeared, leaving only heaven and hell. In 
one sense of the word, the saints will reign on the earth, because heaven will then 
encompass the cleansed earth. However, this reign will not last a literal mere 
“thousand years,” but forever, without end. 

18. Rev. 20:4-6. The NT has no other reference to this reign of a thousand years. 
This reign is attributed to the Christian martyrs who were slain because of their 
witness to Christ and their refusal to “worship the beast, or his image” (v.4). Of 
them it is said, “they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years” (v.4). 

19. Although this is often termed the millennial reign of the martyrs with Christ, 
the concern seems to be with the martyrs, with their vindication and triumph in 
Christ. This accords with the concern throughout the Revelation to challenge 
persecuted Christians to be true to Christ with the assurance that even in 
martyrdom they were triumphant. 

20. It is not likely that the author of Revelation intended that the thousand years be 
taken literally. The author has given hints and clues throughout the book to the 
effect that something other than the literal meaning is to be sought (e.g., 1:1,20; 
13:18; 17:9). Elsewhere in Revelation, there is no indication that numbers are to 
be taken in an exclusively literal sense. They seem to have qualitative rather than 
quantitative significance. A thousand years is probably a round number 
symbolizing completion. This in the Revelation is a highly dramatic/symbolic way 
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of assuring the Christian martyrs that they with Christ will reign completely. This 
contrasts with the complete overthrow of Satan, who is to be bound for the same 
period of a thousand years (20:2,7). 

21. Thus, to understand the ‘millennium’ not as a literal period of a thousand years 
but as a dramatic portrayal of the triumph through the life-giving Christ and His 
people accords with the nature of apocalyptic literature. Apocalyptic is a dramatic- 
poetic type of literature with its own way of conveying its message. To take it 
seriously and honestly one must not take literally apocalyptic imagery that was 
never meant to be taken literally. 

22. According to the Gospels, Jesus rejected physical force as a means to victory, 
and the Revelation does not contradict this. Jesus chose to overcome the power of 
evil by giving life, not by taking it. He did so through the cross, not a sword. 
Revelation, therefore, honors this principle in what it says of those who were 
victorious over “the great dragon ... the old serpent, he that is called the Devil and 
Satan, the deceiver of the whole world” (12:9). Revelation 12:11 says: “They 
overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb, and because of the word of their 
testimony; and they loved not their life unto death.” 

23. Victory over Satan will not come through a literal battle fought against “Gog 
and Magog” (20:8). The victory is in the death-resurrection of Jesus, His own and 
ours as we are brought into its reality with Him (Eph. 2:4-7). The “martyrs” who 
reign with Christ are those who have been “beheaded for the testimony of Jesus 
and for the word of God” (20:4). Christ already reigns! Therefore, Revelation 
supports in symbolic/figurative form what is taught clearly and literally throughout 
the rest of the NT. 

24. Christ has already “overcome to open the book [of destiny] and its seven seals” 
(5:5). The Lamb is already with “Him that sits upon the throne” (5:13). Already 
“the kingdom [rule] of the world is become that of our Lord and His Christ, and he 
shall reign for ever and ever” (11:15). The saints already have been loosed from 
their sins by His blood and already made a kingdom - made to reign with Christ 

(1:5f). Already it can be said of the saints that Christ “made them unto our God a 
kingdom and priests, and they reign upon the earth” (5:10). 

25. Christians were suffering persecution when the Revelation was written 
(probably Emperor Domitian:81-96). All were under orders to offer sacrifice to 
him as God. Revelation’s answer to any tendency to worship a man is clear: “See 
that you do it not” (22:9). The positive command is, “Worship God” (22:9). The 
purpose of Revelation - in what it says of the thousand years and other things - is 
not to give in advance a description of events which Jesus Himself said belonged 
to the knowledge of the Lather alone. The purpose was to assure threatened saints 
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that to give their lives to and for Christ is to be made to reign with Him who is 
“King of kings and Lord of lords” (19:16). 

Postmillennialism (Reference Points 1-19) 

1. Postmillennialism is that view of the last things which holds that the Kingdom 
of God is now being extended in the world through the preaching of the Gospel 
and the saving work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of individuals, that the world 
eventually is to be Christianized, and that the return of Christ is to occur at the 
close of a long period of righteousness and peace commonly called the 
‘Millennium.’ The second coming of Christ will be followed immediately by the 
general resurrection, the general judgment, and the introduction of heaven and hell 
in their fullness. 

2. Some of the postmillennialists include: Augustine; David Brown; W.G.T. 

Sheed; Augustus Strong; Benjamin Warfield; James Snowden; etc. 

3. The Millennium to which the Postmillennialist looks forward is thus a golden 
age of spiritual prosperity during this present Church age, and is to be brought 
about through forces now active in the world. [This view is to be distinguished 
from that optimistic but false view of human betterment and progress held by 
Modernists and Liberals which teaches that the Kingdom of God on earth will be 
achieved through a natural process by which mankind will be improved and social 
institutions will be reformed and brought to a higher level of culture and 
efficiency. It regards the Kingdom of God as the product of natural laws in an 
evolutionary process.] It is an indefinitely long period of time, perhaps much 
longer than a literal one thousand years. The changed character of individuals will 
be reflected in an uplifted social, economic, political and cultural life of mankind. 
The world at large will then enjoy a state of righteousness such as at the present 
time has been seen only in relatively small and isolated groups, as for example in 
some family circles, some local church groups and kindred organizations. 

4. This does not mean that there ever will be a time on this earth when every 
person will be a Christian, or that all sin will be abolished. But it does mean that 
evil in all its many forms eventually will be reduced to negligible proportions, that 
Christian principles will be the rule, not the exception, and that Christ will return to 
a truly Christianized world. 

5. This position holds that the universal proclamation of the Gospel and the 
ultimate conversion of the large majority of men in all nations during the present 
Church age was the express command and meaning and promise of the Great 
Commission given by Christ Himself: ‘All authority hath been given unto me in 


12 



heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even unto the end of the world’ (Mt. 28:18-20). 

6. Postmillennialists hold that the Church during the past 1900 years has been 
extremely negligent in her duty to carry out this commission, and that the crying 
need of our time is to take seriously the task assigned to her by the Lord. Instead 
of discussions of social and economic and political problems, book reviews and 
entertaining platitudes from the pulpit, the need is for sermons with real Gospel 
content, designed to change lives and save souls. The charge of negligence 
applies, of course, not only to preachers, but equally to lay people. Every 
individual Christian is called to give witness and show his/her faith by personal 
testimony, or through the distribution of the printed word, or through the generous 
and effective use of time and money for Christian purposes. After all, Christ 
commanded the evangelization of the world. That is our task. Surely He will not, 
and in fact cannot, come back and say to His Church, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant,’ until that task has been accomplished. 

7. That there is still a remnant of paganism in the world is chiefly the fault of the 
Church. The Word of God is just as powerful in our generation as it was during 
the early history of the Church. The power of the Gospel is just as strong in this 
century as in the days of the Reformation. These enemies could be completely 
vanquished if the Christians of this day and age were as vigorous, as bold, as 
earnest, as prayerful, and as faithful as Christians were in the first several centuries 
and in the time of the Reformation. 

8. The Postmillennialist looks for a golden age that will not be essentially different 
from our own so far as the basic facts of life are concerned. This age gradually 
merges into the millennial age as an increasingly larger proportion of the world’s 
inhabitants are converted to Christianity. Marriage and home life will continue, 
and new members will enter the human race through the natural process of birth, as 
at present. Sin will not be eliminated but will be reduced to a minimum as the 
moral and spiritual environment of the earth becomes predominantly Christian. 
Social, economic and educational problems will remain, but with their unpleasant 
features greatly eliminated and their desirable features heightened. Christian 
principles of belief and conduct will be the accepted standards. Life during the 
Millennium will compare with life in the world today in much the same way that 
life in a Christian community compares with that in a pagan or irreligious 
community. The Church will be much more zealous in her testimony to the truth 
and much more influential in the lives of the people, and will continue to be the 
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outward and visible manifestation of the Kingdom of God on earth. The 
Millennium will close with the second coming of Christ, the resurrection and final 
judgment. In short, Postmillennialists set forth a spiritual Kingdom in the hearts of 
men. 

9. Postmillennialism strongly emphasizes the universality of Christ’s work of 
redemption, and hope is held out for the salvation of an incredibly large number of 
the human race. This does not mean that every individual will be saved, but that 
the race as a race will be. After all, Jehovah is no tribal deity, but is described as 
“the Lord of the whole earth” (Ps.97:5), “a great King over all the earth” (Ps. 47:2). 
Therefore, the salvation that He had in view cannot be limited to a little secret or 
favored group of a few. The good news of redemption was not merely local news 
for a few villages in Palestine, but was a world message; and the abundant and 
continuous testimony of Scripture is that the kingdom of God is to fill the earth, 
“from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth” (Zech. 9:10). 

Numbers 14:21: “all the earth shall be filled with the glory of Jehovah.” Isa. 40:5: 
“all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” Is. 49:6/Acts 13:47: “. . . salvation to the 
end of the earth.” Joel 2:28: “And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour 
out my Spirit upon all flesh,” and in Acts 2:17f, Peter applied that prophecy to the 
outpouring that was begun at Pentecost: “But this is that which hath been spoken 
through the prophet Joel” (2:16). 

10. Postmillennialism holds that nothing could exceed the plainness, directness 
and precision with which the conversion of the nations is announced in the Psalms: 
“All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before Thee, O Lord; 
And they shall glorify Thy name” (86:9); “All the ends of the earth shall 
remember and turn unto Jehovah; and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship 
before Thee” (22:27); “Ask of me, and I will give thee the nations for thine 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for the possession” (2:8). Also, 
47:2-8; 72:7-11, 17, 19; 110:1. 

11. Rev. 19:11-21. This section of scripture opens with a vision of the victory of 
the Word of God, the King of kings and Lord of lords over all His enemies. We 
see Him come forth from heaven for war, followed by the armies of heaven; the 
birds of the air are summoned to the feast of corpses that shall be prepared for 
them; the armies of the enemy - the beasts and the kings of the earth - are gathered 
against him and are totally destroyed; and ‘all the birds are filled with their flesh.’ 

It is a vivid picture of a complete victory, an entire conquest; this is the symbol. 
The thing symbolized is obviously the complete victory of the Son of God over all 
the hosts of wickedness. In vs. 15 and 21, we are told that the sword by which the 
victory is won proceeds out of the mouth of the conqueror. We are not to think of 
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this as a literal war or manual fighting. The conquest is wrought by the spoken 
word - i.e., by the preaching of the Gospel. We have before us here a picture of the 
victorious career of the Gospel of Christ in the world. All the imagery of the dread 
battle and its hideous details are but to give us the impression of the completeness 
of the victory. Christ’s Gospel is to conquer the earth; He is to overcome all His 
enemies. 

12. What we have here, in effect, is a picture of the whole period between the first 
and second advents, seen from the point of view of heaven. It is the period of 
advancing victory of the Son of God over the world, emphasizing, in harmony with 
its place at the end of the book the completeness of the victory. It is Romans 11 
and I Cor. 15 in symbolical form. There is nothing in Rev. 19:11-21 that was not 
already in them - except that, perhaps the completeness of the triumph of the 
Gospel is possibly somewhat more emphasized here. 

13. Just as emphatically as Paul, John in the Rev. teaches that the earthly history 
of the Church is not a history merely of conflict with evil, but of conquest over 
evil; and even more richly than Paul, John teaches that this conquest will be 
decisive and complete. Rev. 19:11-21 teaches that Christ Jesus comes forth not 
merely to war but to victory. The Gospel of Christ is to conquer the world. And to 
us who live between the first and second coming of Christ it is given to see that 
conquest taking place - indeed, to be part of it! So, Rev. 19:11-21 is a description 
of the spiritual warfare which rages through the centuries, in which as followers of 
the Lord it is our privilege to have a part. 

14. The visible kingdom of Satan shall be overthrown, and the kingdom of Christ 
set up on the ruins of it, everywhere throughout the whole inhabitable globe. Now 
shall the promise made to Abraham be fulfilled, that “in him and in his seed all the 
fa mi lies of the earth shall be blessed.” Christ now shall become the desire of all 
nations (Haggai 2:7). Also, cp. Is. 11:9, 45:22; Dan. 7:27. 

15. But what about Mt. 7:14 and 22:14 which teach that many more are lost than 
saved? Postmillennialists believe that these verses are meant to be understood in 
a temporal sense, as describing the conditions which Jesus and the disciples saw 
existing in Palestine in their day. The great majority of the people about them 
were not walking in the way of righteousness, and the words were spoken from the 
standpoint of the moment rather than from the standpoint of the Judgment Day. 

16. These verses are also designed to teach that the way of salvation is a way of 
difficulty and sacrifice, and that it is our duty to address ourselves to it with 
diligence and persistence. No one is to take salvation for granted. Those who 
enter into the kingdom of heaven do so through many tribulations, and so we are 
commanded to “strive to enter in by the narrow door” (Lk. 13:24). 
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17. The following represents some of the “evidence” for the Postmillenialist that 
the world is growing better: Slavery and polygamy have practically disappeared; 
The status of women and children has been improved immeasurably; A spirit of 
cooperation is much more manifest among the nations of the world than ever 
before; Today there is much more wealth consecrated to the service of the Church 
than ever before; There is far more really earnest evangelistic and missionary 
activity than at any time in the past; The Bible has been translated into thousands 
of languages; The Christian message is being broadcast by radio and TV in all the 
principal languages of the world; The number of theological seminaries, Bible 
colleges and institutes is growing rapidly; Numerous Christian magazines are 
being widely circulated; etc. 

18. So, Postmillennialism does not despair of the power of the Gospel to convert 
the world, but holds rather that it cannot be defeated, that over the centuries it will 
win its way, and that eventually the goal of the millennial age will be achieved. In 
other words, the best is yet to be. So, Christians should thank God for the progress 
that has been made, and take courage for what will be made. The future is as 
bright as the promises of God. 

19. Postmillennialism teaches one second coming, one Rapture, one general 
resurrection, one general judgment, one unified people of God in Christ inhabiting 
the new heavens and the new earth. 

Premillennialism (Reference Points 1-21) 

1. Pre mi llennialism is that view of eschatology which holds that the second 
coming of Jesus Christ will be followed by a period of one thousand years of 
world-wide peace and righteousness upon this earth, and is known as the 
millennium. 

2. During this period Christ will personally reign as King upon this earth. 
However, premillennialists are greatly divided into various groups by their 
different views of the order of events associated with the second coming of Christ. 
Nevertheless, they all agree that there will be a literal millennium on earth after the 
second coming but before the end of the world. 

3. Due to the differences between premillennialists, there is not an official and 
universally-accepted statement of beliefs about their teachings. This lack of 
agreement indicates that the detailed programs and charts drawn up by various 
representatives of premillennialism leaves room for wonderment. 

4. There are two major aspects of premillennialism: historic and dispensational. 

In the remaining portion of this study, we will look at some of the teachings and 
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different emphases of these aspects. 

5. As far as dispensational premillennialism is concerned, the nearest thing which 
approaches a statement of its beliefs is the set of “Notes” found in the Scofield 
Reference Bible (1909, 1917, revised in 1967 - after significant disputes over 
numerous comments made in the earlier editions). It is known as “dispensa- 
tionalism” because it divides all history into seven dispensations or periods in 
which man is tested in regard to certain principles of obedience. It had its origins 
in the teachings of John Nelson Darby and some of his companions among the 
Plymouth Brethren in England in about 1830. 

6. In fact, Harry Ironside, one of the leading exponents of dispensationalism and 
an ardent disciple of Scofield, acknowledges that dispensationalism is of relatively 
recent origin. In his book, Mysteries of God, chapter five, Ironside put it this way: 
“Until brought to the fore through the writings and preaching of a distinguished ex¬ 
clergyman, Mr. J.N. Darby, in the early part of last century [i.e., 18th], it 
[dispensationalism] is scarcely to be found in a single book or sermon throughout a 
period of 1600 years! If any doubt this statement, let them search, as the writer has 
in a measure done, the remarks of the so-called Fathers [between 100-590 A.D.], 
both pre- and post-Nicene [the first church council in Nicea in 325 A.D. in which a 
formal statement of Christian beliefs were set forth affirming the deity of Christ; a 
man in the church by the name of Arius had denied this and this council was called 
to settle the question], the theological treatises of the scholastic divines [between 
590-1500], Roman Catholic writers of all shades of thought; the literature of the 
Reformation [1500-1650]; the sermons and expositions of the Puritans [1500- 
1600s], and the general theological works of the day “ (p. 50). 

7. The teachings of dispensational premillennialism have been popularized in the 
United States through the writings of James Brookes, W.E. Blackstone [Jesus Is 
Coming], Arno C. Gaebelein [one of the Consulting Editors of the Scofield 
Reference Bible], Lewis Chafer [founder of Dallas Theological Seminary], and 
above all by the Scofield Reference Bible. 

8. Historic Premillennialism, on the other hand, is said to date back to the early 
church [“historic”], and is represented by such men as Alexander Reese, Dean 
Alford, Nathaniel West, Theodor Zahn, George Ladd, Dale Moody, etc. 

9. The chief passages in the OT to which Premillennialists refer to are: Isaiah 2:2- 
4; 11:1-11; 65:17-25; Ezekiel 40-48; Daniel 2:42-45; 7:23-25; 9:24-27; Micah4:l- 
8; and in the NT: Matthew 24:3-44; Acts 3:19-21; I Cor. 15:20-28; I Thess. 4:13- 
18; Rev. 20:1-10. 

10. In regard to the second coming of Christ, the primary difference between 
Historic and Dispensational Pre mi llennialism relates to the question whether or not 
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the Church goes through the Tribulation; that is, whether the Rapture occurs at the 
beginning or at the close of the Tribulation. 

11. Historic Premillennialism holds that the church will go through the Tribulation 
and is exposed to its afflictions, at the end of which Christ conies with great power 
and glory to raise the righteous dead and to rapture the saints who are caught up to 
meet Him in the air but who almost immediately return with Him to earth as He 
comes to destroy the forces of Antichrist in the battle of Armageddon and establish 
His kingdom. 

12. Dispensationalism, on the other hand, holds that the Rapture occurs before the 
Tribulation, that Christ may come at any moment without warning signs, that at 
His coming the righteous dead are raised, and that they together with the living 
saints are caught away in a secret rapture to meet the Lord in the air, where they 
remain for a period of seven years. During that time, the Antichrist rules on the 
earth and the dreadful woes spoken of in Revelation 4-19 fall on the inhabitants of 
the earth. In other words, according to Dispensationalism, Rev. 4-19 has yet to be 
fulfilled; all of it belongs to the future, and will not even begin to happen until after 
the Rapture. At the end of that period, Christ and His saints return to earth when 
Antichrist and his forces, who are persecuting the Jews, will be destroyed in the 
battle of Armageddon. The Millennial Kingdom will then be set up on the earth. 
The Jews are to be converted at the mere sight of their Messiah and, as the Lord’s 
“brethren,” are to have a very prominent and favored place in the Kingdom. 

13. A further distinctive teaching of Dispensationalism is that when Christ was on 
earth at the time of the first advent, He offered the Millennial Kingdom to the Jews 
but they rejected it. It was then withdrawn until the time of His second coming. In 
the meantime, God decided to create the Church, an institution that was altogether 
new and not foreseen or predicted by the OT prophets, as a temporary substitute 
for the Kingdom. During the millennium, God will restore and renew His purpose 
for the Jews, and that is why the church {God’s heavenly people} must be removed 
or raptured from the earth so that God can return to His original work with the 
Jews {God’s earthly people}. 

14. The premillennial position is much more complicated than either the a- or 
post-millennial views. Consequently, it has also been characterized with greater 
diversity of opinion among its advocates. But despite these differences, the 
following represents some of the major areas of agreement between 
Dispensational Premills: 

A. The Kingdom of God will be instituted when Christ returns. 

B. It is not the purpose of the present gospel age to convert the world to 

Christianity, but rather to preach the gospel as a witness to the nations 
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and so to warn them of future judgment; also, to gather the Church out 
of all nations. 

C. The world is growing worse and will continue to do so until Christ 

comes to establish His kingdom. 

D. Immediately preceding His return, there is to be a period of general 

apostasy and wickedness. 

E. We are now in the latter stages of the Church age and the return of Christ 

is near, probably to occur within the lifetime of this present genera¬ 
tion. 

F. At Christ’s coming, the righteous dead of all ages are to be raised in the 

“first resurrection. ” 

G. The resurrected dead, together with the transfigured living saints who are 

then on the earth, will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air. 

H. The judgment of all the righteous then takes place, and consists primary 

of the assignment of rewards. 

I. Before and during the tribulation period the Jews are to be restored to the 

land of Palestine. 

J. At the mere sight of their Messiah, the Jews are to turn to Him in a 

national conversion and true repentance. 

K. At His coming, Christ destroys the Antichrist and all his forces in the 

battle of Armageddon. 

L. After the battle of Armageddon, Christ establishes His Millennial 

Kingdom with Jerusalem as its capital, in which He and the resur¬ 
rected saints rule for a thousand years in peace, righteousness, and 
prosperity. 

M. During this reign, the city of Jerusalem and the temple are to be 

rebuilt, and the OT feasts and fasts, together with the priesthood, 
ritual, and sacrificial system, will be reinstituted, though performed 
in a Christian spirit and by Christian worshipers. 

N. This golden age is to be characterized by the removal of the curse from 

nature so that the desert shall blossom as the rose and the wild 
ferocious nature of the beasts shall be changed. 

O. During the Millennialium, great number of Gentiles will turn to God 

and be incorporated into the Kingdom. 

P. Many will remain unconverted and rebellious but will not be destroyed; 

however, they will be held in check by the iron-rod rule of Christ. 

Q. During the Millennium, Satan is to be bound, cast into the abyss, and 

so shut away from the earth. 
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R. At the close of the Millennium, Satan is to be loosed for a short time. 

S. The Millennium is to be followed by a short but violent outbreak of 

wickedness and rebellion headed by Satan which all but overwhelms 
the saints and the holy city of Jerusalem. 

T. The forces of wickedness are to be destroyed by fire which is cast down 

upon them from heaven. 

U. The wicked dead of all ages are then to be raised in the “second resur¬ 

rection,” judged, and with the Devil and the wicked angels 
cast into hell. 

V. Heaven and Hell are then introduced in their fullness, with the new 

heavens and the new earth as the future home of the redeemed 
heavenly and earthly people of God for eternity. 

15. Historic premillennialism holds that the coming of Christ will be preceded by 
certain recognizable signs (the preaching of the gospel to all nations, the apostasy, 
wars, famines, earthquakes, the appearance of the Antichrist or Man of Sin, and the 
Great Tribulation). 

16. Dispensationalists, on the other hand, hold that there will be no further signs, 
that all the prophecies of events before the coming of Christ have already been 
fulfilled, and that the return of Christ may occur at “any moment.” 

17. Dispensationalism sets forth a secret coming of Christ for His saints (rapture), 
and a visible coming of Christ with saints seven years later, which they term the 
Revelation or Apocalypse. It also holds that in addition to the judgment of 
individuals in the sky following the rapture, there will be a judgment of the 
nations, the “sheep and goats” judgment of Matthew 25:31-46, when Christ and His 
saints return to the earth. The nations will be judged on the basis of how they 
treated the Jews during the Great Tribulation. The righteous nations will enter the 
millennial kingdom and the evil nations will be consigned to punishment. 

18. The Jews are given a much more prominent place in the scheme of things in 
dispensationalism, which holds that the millennial kingdom is predominantly 
Jewish, with Gentile Christians in a subordinate position, and the Gentile nations 
are little more than vassals of the Jewish Kingdom of Palestine. 

19. Historic premillenialism holds that the entire NT is applicable to the present 
church age, while dispensationalism holds that some of the Gospels, esp. the 
Sermon on the Mount, was not designed for the Church Age but is for the 
Millennial or Israelitish Kingdom. 

20. Dispensationalism sets forth: seven dispensations ; eight covenants (the 
Edenic, the Adamic, the Noahic, the Abrahamic, the Mosaic, the Palestinian, the 
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Davidic, and the New Covenant instituted by Christ); two second comings (for His 
people at the Rapture, and with His people seven years later at the Revelation); at 
least two three and perhaps four resurrections (the righteous dead at the Rapture, 
the martyrs who die during the Great Tribulation at the Revelation, the wicked 
dead at the end of the Millennium, and the righteous who die during the 
Millennium); four to seven judgments (the righteous immediately following the 
Rapture, the “sheep and goats” of the nations at the Revelation, the wicked at the 
end of the millennium, and a judgment of the angels, a judgment of the righteous 
who live during the millennium; and Scofield adds a judgment of the believer’s 
sins at the cross in the person of Christ [p. 1133], a judgment of self in the believer 
(conscience)[p. 1222], and a judgment of Israel [p. 861]). A second Rapture also 
will be needed for the righteous who are alive at the end of the Millennium, in 
order that their earthly bodies may be changed. 

21. Regarding the Rapture of the Church among dispensationalists, there are four 
different views: 

A. . Pretribulation - The rapture of the church (i.e., the coming of the Lord in 
the air for His saints) will take place before the 7-year period of the Tribulation 
begins. Therefore, the Church will not go through any of the Tribulation period. 
Proof texts: (1) Rev. 3:10 - the promise to be kept out of the hour of trouble; II Th. 
2:7 - the removal of the residence aspect of the indwelling Spirit’s work in 
believers requires the removal of the believer too; (2) I Th. 1:10; 5:9; Rev. 6:17 - 
the Tribulation is a time of the outpouring of the wrath of God and the church is 
exempt from wrath; (3) I Th. 5:6 - the rapture can be imminent only if it is 
pretribulational. 

B. Midtribulation - The rapture of the church will occur after three and a 

half years of the Tribulation. Proof texts: (1) I Cor. 15:52 - the last trump is the 
same as the seventh trumpet of Rev. 11:15 and that is sounded at the middle of the 
Tribulation; (2) The Great Tribulation is only the last half of Daniel’s 70th week 
and the church is promised deliverance from that (Rev. 11:2; 12:6); (3) Rev. 11 

The resurrection of the two witnesses pictures the rapture of the Church, and their 
resurrection occurs at the middle of the period. 

C. Posttribulation - The rapture will occur at the end of the Tribulation. The 
Church will be on earth during the entire Tribulation. Proof texts: (1) Mt. 24:22 - 
saints are seen on the earth during the Tribulation; (2) the rapture and the second 
coming are described by the same words; (3) preservation from the wrath means 
supernatural protection while living in that time, not deliverance from the period 
(as Israel was protected from the plagues while living in Egypt). 

D. Partial - Only saints who are worthy will be raptured before the wrath of 
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God is poured out; those who have not been faithful will remain on the earth to 
endure the Tribulation; Proof text: Mt. 25:1-13 - Parable of the Ten Virgins. 


Amillenarians, Postmillenarians, and Historic Premillenarians hold that the Church 
passes through the Great Tribulation and base their understanding on: 

Mt. 24:3, 13-40; 28:20 

Acts 2:35 (after the Tribulation) 

I Cor. 15:50-55 
IThess. 4:16-17 

II Thess. 2:1-9 
I Tim. 6:14 


They hold that there will be a single, public event - in contrast with 
Dispensationalism. 

Mt. 24:29-31; I Thess. 4:15-17; 2 Thess. 2:1-3; Rev. 1:7 - describe the return 
of Jesus in the clouds, amidst trumpets, angelic activity, heavenly signs, a 
resurrection, and a gathering of saints. 


A dispensation is “a stage of time in which God sets forth certain responsibilities for people.” 
However, dispensationalists differ regarding the number of dispensations : 


7 Dispensations 


Innocence (Edenic) 

Conscience (Antediluvian = “before the flood”) 
Government (Civil) 

Promise (Patriarchal) 

Law (Mosaic) 

Church (Grace) 

Kingdom (Millennial) 


- Genesis 1-3 

- Genesis 4-8 

- Genesis 9-11 

- Genesis 12-Exodus 19 

- Exodus 20-Acts 1 

- Acts 2 - Revelation 20:3 

- Revelation 20:4-6 


Revelation 20:7-10 - The Defeat of Satan 

Revelation 20:11-15 - The Great White Throne Judgment 

Revelation 20-22 - The Eternal State 
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Patriarchal 

Mosaic 

Ecclesial (Church) 

Zionic (Jewish) 

4 Dispensations 

- Genesis 1 - Exodus 19 

- Exodus 20 - Acts 1 

- Acts 2 - Revelation 20:3 

- Revelation 20:4- 22:21 


3 Dispensations 


Law 


- Genesis 1 - Acts 1 

Grace 


- Acts 2 - Revelation 20:3 

Kingdom 


- Revelation 20:4-22 
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